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Dialogue 
with 
Fernando 
Botero
By Stéphane CuStot

stéphane custot | firstly, starting from the  
beginning, how did you become an artist? 

fernando botero | I started painting when I was very young. I did 
my first watercolors of still lifes when I was 15. Then I moved to oils and 
interpretations of the human figure. At 19, I got to do my first one-man 
show in Bogotá, the capital of my home country Colombia. 

stéphane custot | what would you say are your 
inspirations? Can you describe your style? 

fernando botero | I would describe it as figurative, 
because it is not abstract. I like to think it’s a personal style, 
a different approach. people always recognise a Botero. 

stéphane custot | Still life with mandolin (1956) is 
said to be your first still life work. Can you tell us about this 
painting? how did it mark a turning point in your career?  

fernando botero | Still life with mandolin was important in my 
evolution. I did it with generous outlines, but the details were done 
much smaller. then the forms became stronger and more sensual.  

stéphane custot | the still life is an important theme in 
your oeuvre. why have you decided to exhibit these works  
from your private collection for the first time?  

fernando botero | These still lifes are being shown for the first time as 
I had kept them in my personal collection, because they are special to me. 
the reason is that artists today are no longer interested in this theme. It is a 
pity because the genre has such a great tradition of masterpieces.  

stéphane custot | In the style of the great  
masters, these still lifes present more than simply 
a composition of fruits and objects! 

fernando botero | these works are not painted in 
the style of the great masters. they are in my own style 
using the same objects and fruits that were used by the 
masters. art is to do the same thing but in a different way. 

stéphane custot | what are your expectations for the 
exhibition? how do you imagine the public will receive your 
work in dubai and the region? 

fernando botero | I hope that the public will feel the 
sensuality of the forms in these paintings, the balance of the 
compositions, and the harmony of the colors. 



paIntIngS



Flowers  
2018 
oil on canvas  
176 x 115 cm



Still life with jug  
and watermelon  
2008 
oil on canvas 
127 x 172 cm



Still life with  
white curtain   
2013 
oil on canvas  
84 x 69 cm



Still life on blue  
with clarinette   
2012 
oil on canvas  
99 x 126 cm





Bananas on a chair  
2000 
oil on canvas 
156 x 122 cm



Mandoline on a table  
1998 
oil on canvas  
155 x 184 cm



Oranges   
2004 
oil on canvas  
97 x 130 cm



Still life with  
fruits and bottle  
2005 
oil on canvas  
136 x 144 cm



Still life with  
pineapple  
2013 
oil on canvas  
72 x 97 cm



Still life   
2002 
oil on canvas  
195 x 136 cm



Still life   
2003 
oil on canvas  
77.5 x 91.4 cm





Still life  
with lamp  
2006 
oil on canvas  
124 x 158 cm



Still life with lobster   
2002 
oil on canvas  
199 x 108 cm



Picnic   
2002 
oil on canvas  
115 x 167 cm



Still life  
with watermelons   
1991 
oil on canvas  
150 x 177 cm



Still life 
with onions   
1999 
oil on canvas  
44.5 x 36.8 cm



Still life   
2002 
oil on canvas  
114 x 97 cm





Still life 
with white jug   
2001 
oil on canvas  
71 x 88 cm



Still life  
with violin   
2000 
oil on canvas  
124 x 90 cm



Still life with  
soupiere   
2013 
oil on canvas  
68 x 84 cm



Still life with tambour  
and clarinette   
2013 
oil on canvas  
68 x 85 cm



drawIngS &  
waterColorS  



Still life with  
coffee pot   
1998 
watercolor on paper  
42 x 36 cm



Still life   
2002 
watercolor and pencil  
on paper  
39 x 31 cm



Still life with fruits  
and coffee pot    
2002 
Chalk, watercolor on paper   
26 x 36 cm



Grapes  
1981 
watercolor on paper  
32 x 44 cm



Still life with  
ice cream  
1998 
watercolor on paper   
36 x 46 cm



Still life with fruits    
1997 
pencil on paper  
36 x 46 cm



Still life   
2005 
watercolor on paper  
30 x 40 cm



Still life  
with bananas  
2004 
pencil on paper  
30 x 40 cm



Still life with lamp  
2006 
watercolor on paper  
30 x 40 cm



Onions   
2006 
watercolor on paper  
30 x 40 cm



BIography
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1932 – Born in Medellín, Colombia.

1948 – Participated in his first group 
show, pintores antioquenos, Medellín, 
Colombia.

1951 – Moved to Bogotá where he met 
the Colombian avant-garde circle that 
frequented the Café automática.

1952 – Studied in Madrid at the 
academia San fernando and the prado 
Museum.

1953 – Visited paris and Italy and studied 
art history with roberto longhi at the 
university of florence.

1955 – returned to Colombia.

1960 – took up residence in new york, 
won the guggenheim national prize for 
Colombia.

1967 – Visited Italy and germany;  
studied the work of dürer in Munich 
and nuremberg, germany.

1973 – Moved to paris, france.

1985 – La Corrida was exhibited for the 
first time at the Marlborough Gallery, 
new york, united States.

1993 – Botero in New York was  
installed along park avenue, new york, 
new york, united States.

2000 – donated more than 200 
personal works and over 100 works by 
masters such as picasso, Monet, degas, 
Matisse, dalí, and rauschenberg to 
Colombian museums.

2009 – uC Berkeley Chancellor robert J. 
Birgeneau presented Botero with the 
Chancellor’s Citation.

the artist lives and works between 
paris, Monte Carlo, pietrasanta,  
and New York.

Fernando 
Botero

BIennaleS 

2008

Singapore Biennale 2008:  
wonder, Singapore.

1997 

6th Biennale de Sculpture de  
Monte-Carlo, Monte Carlo, Monaco  
with the Marisa del re gallery,  
new york, new york, united States.

1995 

5th Biennale de Sculpture de  
Monte-Carlo, Monte Carlo, Monaco  
with the Marisa del re gallery,  
new york, new york, united States.

1993 

4th Biennale de Sculpture de  
Monte-Carlo, Monte Carlo, Monaco  
with the Marisa del re gallery,  
new york, new york, united States. 

1992 

Biennale di Venezia, Venice, Italy.

1989 

2nd Biennale de Sculpture de  
Monte-Carlo, Monte Carlo, Monaco  
with the Marisa del re gallery,  
new york, united States

1987 

Monumenta, 19th Biennale, 
Middelheim Museum, antwerp, 
Belgium.

1967 

5th Biennale de Paris, Paris, France.

1959 

5th Bienal, São Paulo, Brazil.

1958 

29th Biennale di Venezia,  
Venice, Italy.

1955 

3rd Bienal Hispanoaméricana  
de arte, Barcelona, Spain.

SeleCted Solo exhIBItIonS 

2018 

Custot gallery dubai, dubai,  
united arab emirates.

Marlborough Chelsea, new york,  
new york,united States.

Museo nacional de Colombia, Bogotá, 
Colombia.

2017 

hôtel de Caumont Centre d’art,  
Aix-en-Provence, France.

Amo Museum - Palazzo Forti,  
Verona, Italy.

Museum Moderner Kunst, passau, 
germany.

Complesso del Vittoriano, rome, Italy. 

2016 

national Museum of China,  
Beijing, China; traveled to the China art 
Museum, Shanghai, China;  
hong Kong Central harborfront,  
hong Kong, China.

Kunsthal Museum, rotterdam, 
netherlands.

2015

Seoul arts Center, Seoul, South Korea.

galerie gmurzynska, Zurich, 
Switzerland.

2013 

galerie gmurzynska, St Moritz, 
Switzerland.

galerie thomas, Munich, germany.
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Colorado Springs fine arts Center, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado,  
united States.

pinacoteca diego rivero, xalapa, 
Veracruz, Mexico.

2008 

Casa das artes de Vigo, Vigo, Spain. 
Instituto Valenciano de arte Moderno, 
Centro Julio gonzalez, Valencia, Spain.

galerie gmurzynska, abu dhabi, united 
arab emirates; traveled to thomas 
gibson fine art ltd., london, united 
Kingdom (through 2009).

2007 – 2011 

Musée national des Beaux-Arts du 
Québec, Quebec, Canada; traveled to 
the San antonio Museum of art, San 
antonio, texas; oklahoma City Museum 
of art, oklahoma City, oklahoma; 
Society of the four arts, palm Beach, 
florida; delaware art Museum, 
Wilmington, Delaware; New Orleans 
Museum of art, new orleans, louisiana; 
Memphis Brooks Museum of art, 
Memphis, tennessee; Colorado Springs 
fine arts Center, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Crocker art Museum, 
Sacramento, California, united States.

2007 

lustgarten on the Museumsinsel,  
Berlin, germany.

palazzo reale, Milan, Italy.

2006 

Marlborough gallery, new york,  
new york, united States; traveled to 
the university of California, Berkeley, 
California; Katzen Center of art, 
american university, washington dC; 
Monterrey, Mexico; Spain  
(through 2008).

athens Concert hall, athens, greece.

2012 

Marlborough gallery, new york,  
new york, united States.

palacio de Bellas artes, Mexico City, 
Mexico.

Museum of antioquia, Medellín, 
Colombia.

2011

Marlborough gallery, new york, 
New York, United States.

toledo Museum of art, toledo,  
ohio, united States.

Bank austria Kunstforum, Vienna, 
austria.

2010 – 2011 

galeria Mundo, Bogotá, Colombia.

2010 

david Benrimon gallery, new york, 
New York, United States. 

City of St-Tropez & Marlborough 
Monaco, St-Tropez, France.

nassau County Museum of art, roslyn 
harbor, new york, united States.

Marlborough Chelsea, new york,  
New York, United States.

pera Museum, Istanbul, turkey.

nevada Museum of art, reno,  
nevada, united States.

2009 – 2010 

Berkeley art Museum &  
Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, California,  
united States.

2009 

el Museo nacional de Mexico,  
tlaxcala, Mexico. 

galerie thomas, Munich, germany.

James goodman gallery, Inc., new york, 
new york, united States.

national Museum of Contemporary  
art in the deoksugung palace, Seoul, 
South Korea.

2005 

palazzo Venezia, rome, Italy.

2004 

nassau County Museum of art, roslyn 
harbor, new york, united States.

Singapore art Museum, Singapore.

yebisu garden place, tokyo, Japan.

Galerie Hopkins-Custot, Paris, France.

2003 

Museum of latin american art,  
long Beach, California, united States.

palazzo duccale, Venice, Italy.

Musée Maillol, paris, france.

2002 

arken Museum of Modern art, Ishøj, 
denmark.

palais des arts de dinard, dinard, 
france.

2001 

Galerie Hopkins-Thomas-Custot,  
paris, france.

Marlborough gallery, new york,  
new york, united States.

antiguo Colegio de San Ildefonso, 
Mexico City, Mexico. 

palazzo Bricherasio, turin, Italy.

Moderna Museet, Stockholm, Sweden.

2000 

Colección de arte del Banco de 
la república, Santa fe de Bogotá, 
Colombia.

Museo de antioquia, Medellín, 
Colombia.

fundación Santander Central hispano, 
Santander, Spain.

piazza Signoria, florence, Italy.

1999 

Sala d’arme, palazzo Vecchio,  
florence, Italy.

piazza della Signoria, florence, Italy.

el Museo de arte Contemporáneo de 
Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico.

Museo de arte Contemporáneo 
de Caracas Sofía Imber, Caracas, 
Venezuela.

tel aviv Museum of art, tel aviv, Israel.

1998 

Museu de Arte de São Paulo, São Paulo, 
Brazil; traveled to the Museu nacional 
de Belas artes, rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Museo nacional de artes Visuales, 
Montevideo, uruguay.

lisboa Câmara Municipal, lisbon, 
portugal.

Museo nacional de Belas artes,  
rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Marlborough gallery, new york,  
new york, united States.

Mumm akademie in der Villa hajo 
ruter, etville, germany; traveled to  
the Internationales Kunstlerhaus  
Villa Concordia, Bamberg, germany.

gary nader fine art, Miami,  
florida, united States.

1997 

gasiunasen gallery, palm Beach, 
florida, united States.

el Museo nacional de Bellas artes, 
Santiago, Chile.

Museo d’arte Moderna, lugano, 
Switzerland.

Sala de exposiciones de la fundación 
Central hispano, Madrid, Spain.

1996 

galerie Brusberg, Berlin, germany.

Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel.

Museo de arte Contemporáneo 
de Caracas Sofía Imber, Caracas, 
Venezuela.

Sonje Museum of Contemporary art, 
Kyungju, South Korea.

niigata prefectoral Modern art 
Museum, niigata, Japan.

art Museum of the americas, 
washington, dC, united States, in 
collaboration with the Marlborough 
gallery, new york, new york, united 
States.

1995 

takamatsu City Museum of art, 
takamatsu, Kagawa, Japan; traveled to 
the tsukuba City art Museum, tsukuba, 
Ibaraki, Japan; niigata prefectural 
Modern art Museum, niigata, Japan; 
Shinjuku Mitsukoshi Museum of art, 
tokyo, Japan; Iwaki City art Museum, 
Iwaki, fukushima, Japan.

Beverly hills fine art Commission, 
Beverly hills, California, united States, 
in collaboration with the Marlborough 
gallery, new york, new york,  
united States.

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

1994 

Museo nacional de Bellas artes, 
Buenos aires, argentina.

helsinki City art Museum, helsinki, 
finland.

Chicago, department of Cultural  
affairs, Chicago, Illinois, united States, 
in collaboration with the Marlborough 
gallery, new york, new york,  
united States.

Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, 
Illinois, united States.

James goodman gallery, new york, 
new york, united States.

paseo de recoletos, Madrid, Spain, 
in collaboration with the galería 
Marlborough, Madrid, Spain.

Museum of art, fort lauderdale, 
florida, united States.

1993 

public art fund Inc., new york,  
new york, united States; doris C. 
freedman plaza at Central park, in 
collaboration with the Marlborough 
gallery, new york, new york, united 
States.

Marlborough gallery, new york, 
New York, United States.

galeria acquavella, Caracas, Venezuela.

1992 

fundación fondo de Cultura de Sevilla, 
hospital de los Venerables Sacerdotes, 
Seville, Spain.

Kunst haus wien, Vienna, austria.

Casino in Monte Carlo, Monte Carlo, 
Monaco. organized by the Marisa  
del re gallery.

Champs-Élysées, Paris, France.

palais des papes, avignon, france; 
traveled to the pushkin Museum, 
Moscow, russia; traveled to the State 
hermitage Museum, St petersburg, 
russia.

galeries nationales du grand palais, 
paris, france.

leonard davis Center for the arts,  
new york, new york, united States; 
traveled to the art Museum of 
South texas, Corpus Christi, texas; 
university of Kentucky art Museum, 
lexington, Kentucky; university art 
Museum, lafayette parish, louisiana; 
philharmonic Center for the arts, 
naples, florida; Colombia Museum of 
art, Colombia, South Carolina; Samuel 
p. harn Museum of art, gainesville, 
florida, united States.

1991 

forte di Belvedere, florence, Italy.

palazzo delle esposizioni, rome, Italy.

Marlborough fine art ltd., tokyo, Japan.
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1990 

Marlborough gallery, new york, new 
york, united States.

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

fondation pierre gianadda, Martigny, 
Switzerland.

1989 

albert white gallery, toronto, Canada.

1988 

Castell dell ovo, naples, Italy; traveled 
to albergo delle povere, palermo, 
Italy; Museo de arte de Coro, Caracas, 
Venezuela; traveled to the Museo de 
arte Contemporáneo de Caracas, 
Caracas, Venezuela; Museo Rufino 
Tamayo, Oaxaca, Mexico (through 1989).

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

1987 

Centro de arte reina Sofía, Madrid, 
Spain.

hokin gallery, palm Beach, florida, 
united States.

Marlborough fine art, tokyo, Japan.

1986 

tokyo art gallery, tokyo, Japan; traveled 
to the hokkaido Museum of Modern 
art, Sapporo, Japan; daimaru Museum, 
osaka, Japan; niigata City art Museum, 
niigata, Japan.

Museo de arte Contemporáneo de 
Caracas, Caracas, Venezuela.

Kunsthalle der Hypo-Kulturstiftung, 
Munich, germany; traveled to 
Kunsthalle, Bremen, germany; Schirm 
Kunsthalle, frankfurt, germany.

albany Museum of art, albany, georgia, 
united States.

1985 

Museo nacional de Colombia, Bogotá, 
Colombia.

Marlborough gallery, new york, new 
york, united States.

Museo de arte de ponce, hato rey, 
puerto rico.

lowe art Museum, university of Miami, 
Coral gables, florida, united States.

Marlborough gallery, new york, new 
york, united States.

1984 

Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute 
Museum of art, utica, new york, 
united States; traveled to the everhard 
Museum, Scranton, pennsylvania; 
herbert f. Johnson Museum of art, 
Cornell university, Ithaca, new york; 
purdue university, lafayette,  
Indiana, united States.

herbert f. Johnson Museum of art, 
Cornell university, Ithaca, new york, 
united States.

Chicago International art exhibition, 
Chicago, Illinois, united States; traveled 
to the Marlborough gallery, new york, 
New York, United States. 

1983 

Marlborough fine art, london,  
united Kingdom.

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

galerie Beyeler, Basel, Switzerland.

1982 

galería Quintana, Bogotá, Colombia.

Hooks-Epstein Gallery, Houston, Texas, 
united States.

Marlborough gallery, new york, new 
york, united States.

Benjamin Mangel gallery, philadelphia, 
pennsylvania, united States.

1981 

Seibu Museum of art, tokyo, Japan; 
traveled to the osaka Municipal 
Museum of fine arts, osaka, Japan.

Il gabbiano galleria d’arte, rome, Italy.
 

1980 

Marlborough gallery, new york, new 
york, united States.

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

galerie Beyeler, Basel, Switzerland.

1979

Musée d’Ixelles/Museum van elsene, 
Brussels, Belgium; traveled to the lunds 
Konsthall, lund, Sweden; Sonja henies 
og neils onstads Stiftelser, Kunstsenter, 
hovikodden, norway.

galerie Isy Brachot, Knokke, Belgium.

hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
garden, Smithsonian Institution, 
washington, dC, united States; traveled 
to the art Museum of South texas, 
Corpus Christi, texas.

1978 

Brusberg gallery, hanover, germany.

Skulpturenmuseum der Stadt Marl, 
Marl, germany.

1977

Museo de arte de Medellín, Medellín, 
Colombia.

1976 

Museo de arte Contemporáneo de 
Caracas, Caracas, Venezuela.

arte Independencia la galería de 
Colombia, Bogotá, Colombia.

1975

Marlborough gallery, new york, 
New York, United States.

Museum Boymans-van Beuningen, 
rotterdam, netherlands.

1974 

Biblioteca pública piloto, Medellín, 
Colombia.

Marlborough gallery, Zurich, 
Switzerland.

1973 

Colegio San Carlos, Bogotá, Colombia.

Marlborough galleria d’arte, rome, Italy.

1972 

Marlborough gallery, new york,  
new york, united States.

Buchholz gallery, Munich, germany.

1970 

Buchholz gallery, Munich, germany.

hanover gallery, london, united 
Kingdom.

Staatliche Kunsthalle, Baden-Baden, 
germany; traveled to haus am 
waldsee, Berlin, germany; Kunstverein, 
düsseldorf, germany; Kunstverein, 
hamburg, germany; Kunsthalle, 
Bielefeld, germany.

1969 

Center for Inter-American Relations 
art gallery, new york, new york, united 
States.

Claude Bernard gallery, paris, france.

1968 

Buchholz gallery, Munich, germany.

galería Juana Mordó, Madrid, Spain.

1966 

Staatliche Kunsthalle, Baden-Baden, 
germany.

Brusberg gallery, hanover, germany.

Milwaukee art Museum, Milwaukee, 
wisconsin, united States.

1964 

galería arte Moderno, Bogotá, Colombia.

1962 

the Contemporaries new york art and 
Social Club, new york, new york, united 
States.

gres gallery, washington, dC,  
united States.

1960 

gres gallery, washington, dC,  
united States.

1959

Biblioteca nacional de Colombia, 
Bogotá, Colombia.

1958

gres gallery, washington, dC, united 
States.

1957

pan american union, washington, dC, 
united States.

antonio Sousa gallery, Mexico City, 
Mexico.

1955

Biblioteca national de Colombia, 
Bogotá, Colombia.

1952 

galería leo Matiz, Bogotá, Colombia.

1951 

galería leo Matiz, Bogotá, Colombia.
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Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel.

Kunsthalle nuremberg, nuremberg, 
germany.

lowe art Museum, university of Miami, 
Coral gables, florida, united States.

M.h.K. foundation, Milwaukee, 
wisconsin, united States.

Meadow Brook art gallery, oakland 
university, rochester, Michigan, united 
States.

Milwaukee art Museum, Milwaukee, 
wisconsin, united States.

Miyagi Museum of art, Miyagi, Japan.

Museo de antioquia, Medellín, 
Colombia.

Museo de arte Contemporaneo de 
Caracas, Caracas, Venezuela.

Museo de arte Moderno, Bogotá, 
Colombia.

Museo de Bellas artes, Caracas, 
Venezuela.

Museo d’arte Moderna del Vaticano, 
rome, Italy.

Museo nacional de Colombia, Bogotá, 
Colombia.

Museo nacional de Bellas artes, 
Santiago, Chile.

Museum Moderne Kunst, Vienna, 
austria.

Museum of art, pennsylvania State 
university, university park, pennsylvania, 
united States.

Museum of art, rhode Island School 
of design, providence, rhode Island, 
united States.

national Museum of Korea, Seoul, 
South Korea. 

neue pinakothek, Munich, germany.

new orleans Museum of art, new 
orleans, louisiana, united States.

niigata prefectoral Modern art 
Museum, niigata, Japan.

perez art Museum Miami, Miami, 
florida, united States.

puBlIC ColleCtIonS 

archer M. huntington art gallery, 
university of texas at austin, austin, 
texas, united States. 

astrup Museum, oslo, norway.

ateneumin taidemuseo, helsinki, 
finland.

Birmingham Museum of art, 
Birmingham, alabama, united States.

Cafesjian Center for the arts, yerevan, 
armenia.

Colección fernando Botero, fundación 
Santander Central hispano, Medellín, 
Colombia.

Collezione d’arte religiosa Moderna, 
Monumenti, Musei e Gallerie Pontificie, 
Vatican City, Italy.

donación fernando Botero, Colección 
Banco de la república, Santa fe, 
Bogotá, Colombia.

edwin a. ulrich Museum of art, wichita 
State university, wichita, Kansas, united 
States.

fondation Veranneman, Kruishoutem, 
Belgium.

gallery Verein, Munich, germany.

gramercy park hotel, new york, new 
york, united States.

guild hall Museum, east hampton, 
new york, united States.

hood Museum of art, dartmouth 
College, hanover, new hampshire, 
united States.

hiroshima City Museum of 
Contemporary art, hiroshima, Japan.

hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
garden, Smithsonian Institution, 
washington dC, united States.

Ho-Am Museum, Seoul, South Korea.

hood Museum of art, dartmouth 
College, hanover, new hampshire, 
united States.

hungarian national Museum, 
Budapest, hungary. 

ponce Museum of art, ponce, puerto 
rico.

pushkin Museum, Moscow, russia.

Setagaya art Museum, tokyo, Japan.

Sonje Museum of Contemporary art, 
Kyungju, South Korea.

Staatgalerie Moderne Kunst, Munich, 
germany.

tel aviv Museum of art, tel aviv, Israel.

Baltimore Museum of art, Baltimore, 
Maryland, united States.

grey art gallery and Study Center, new 
york university art Collection, new york, 
new york, united States.

Metropolitan Museum of art, new york, 
new york, united States.

Museum of Modern art, new york, new 
york, united States.

Museum of Modern art, Saitama, 
Japan.

Solomon r. guggenheim Museum, 
new york, new york, united States.

State hermitage Museum,  
St petersburg, russia.

tokushima Modern art Museum, 
tokushima, Japan.

university of California, Berkeley, 
California, united States.

Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne, 
germany.

yamanashi prefectural Museum of art, 
yamanashi, Japan.

Fernando  
Botero  

in his studio
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